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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S BRIEFING OF NATO AMBASSADORS: 

FURTHER CONSULTATIONS ON MIDDLE EAST 

AT BRIEFING OF NATO AMBASSADORS JANUARY 25 ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST AND ENERGY ISSUES, THE SECRETARY SAID, IN 
RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY BELGIAN AMBASSADOR LORIDAN ON 
FURTHER ALLIED CONSULTATIONS, THAT WE HAVE BRIEFED THE 
NAC AND REMAIN READY TO BRIEF FURTHER IN THE NATO FRAMEWORK, 
BUT WOULD APPRECIATE RECIPROCITY. WE WOULD LIKE TO BE 
INFORMED WHAT THE ALLIES ARE UNDERTAKING. WE ARE ALSO READY 
TO TALK TO THE NINE IF THEY TAKE A VIEW ON THE MIDDLE EAST. 

THE FEBRUARY 1 1 WASHINGTON ENERGY CONFERENCE, HE SAID, WOULD 
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PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE US AND THE EC NINE TO CONSULT 
ON MIDDLE EAST ISSUES SHOULD THE NINE DESIRE SUCH CONSUL- 
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